Teachers notes to accompany the Hollybrook Memorial
Resources
The Hollybrook Memorial is a national memorial built in Southampton by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission to commemorate personnel of the land and air
forces, from all over the commonwealth, who were lost at sea during the First World War.
Few people seem to know about it, yet it is as important as its famous counterparts like the
Menin Gate at Ypres and Thiepval on the Somme.
Situated near Southampton General Hospital, it is an ideal site for schools to visit to learn
about the First World War and Remembrance. These notes will tell you all you need to know
to plan a visit and prepare or follow up with in class activities. If you are unable to visit, then
why not watch the video or take the online 3D interactive tour? These resources were
created as part of the Heritage Lottery Funded Forgotten Wrecks of the First World War
project by the Southampton based Maritime Archaeology Trust.

https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/overview/topics/hollybrook-warmemorial
Other First World War educational resources including worksheets created during this
project, can be downloaded here:
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/resources/for-education

Visiting the Memorial
Walking times from local schools:
School
Shirley Junior School
Upper Shirley High School
Hollybrook Junior School
Oakwood Junior School
Tauntons College
King Edward VI School

Distance by foot from school (miles)
0.6 miles (13 minutes)
0.7 (15 minutes)
0.8 (17 minutes)
1.1 miles (20 minutes)
1.1 miles (21 minutes)
1.4 miles (30 minutes)

Location
The Hollybrook Memorial is just inside the entrance to Hollybrook Cemetery, off Tremona
Road, opposite Southampton General Hospital.
Visitors to the memorial are permitted to park inside the gates (only to the left of the central
road) free of charge for 90 minutes. Alternatively, there are parking meters immediately
outside and along Tremona Road.

Note the proximity of the Air Ambulance Landing Pad (in the hospital car park) – see photo
below. It can be very noisy and windy if the helicopter is landing / taking off. The helicopter
usually approaches the hospital following the central roadway though the cemetery and over
the entrance gate.

Accessibility

The memorial is in a quiet corner of the cemetery, accessed by a short flat, tarmac path
leading to the right, once inside the gate.

Three steps lead down onto the main paved area of the memorial.

The lower panels and graves are accessed by five more steps. The area alongside the lower
panels are paved, but the grave plots are grassed. The lower section is completely enclosed
by walls.

How to use the CWGC website to find out about individuals

Painting by Mike Greaves.

https://www.cwgc.org/find/find-war-dead

1. Enter Last name (or leave blank to see all)
2. If at Hollybrook, type ‘Hollybrook’ in the Cemetery or memorial box – it will offer
Hollybrook Memorial, Southampton as you type – be sure to select the memorial, not
the cemetery)
3. Click search

4. Either the record will be displayed (if only one match) or a list of matching names will
be shown. Click the green arrow next to the record you want to see.

Basic
details here

More detailed
info in the grave
register

Lesson Plans
The War Memorials Trust have produced a very comprehensive learning programme
available to download from their website www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org. It contains a
topic planner, lesson plans, worksheets and media that can be accessed via the Primary and
Secondary tabs.
On the following pages you will find suggestions, based on the War Memorials Trust
planner, to show how these learning objectives could be adapted to be specific to the
Hollybrook Memorial.

Learning Objectives
1. When the First World
War took place /
Remembrance Day.
2. What a war memorial is
and why it was created.

Learning Outcomes

Main Activities

Resources

See: War Memorials Trust http://www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org/primary/

Understand why the
Hollybrook Memorial was
created .

Discuss when and why the
Hollybrook memorial was created
and its relevance to the nation
and local community.

Full explanation in the Hollybrook Memorial
Booklet and Video.
Historic footage of the unveiling.
Historic newspaper articles relating to the
unveiling.
Southampton WW1 PowerPoint
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytr
ust.org/resources/for-education
War Memorials Trust resources – Teachers
information about war memorials, Types of war
memorial primary help sheets, PowerPoint,
timeline and war memorial number cards.

3. Where war memorials
are in the local area.

Know where local war
memorials are located.

Visit the Hollybrook Memorial or
watch the DVD and tour with the
3D interactive model in the
classroom.

Hollybrook Memorial Booklet, Video and 3D
Guide
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytr

ust.org/overview/topics/hollybrook-warmemorial
(there are two others in the Hollybrook
cemetery and more listed in the Southampton
WW1 tour notes).
For other war memorials see War Memorials
Trust resources.
War Memorials Trust - Planning a visit to a war
memorial primary help sheet.
Identify features of a local
war memorial.

Learn the terminology
associated with CWGC
memorials.

Know who is commemorated
on the Hollybrook Memorial.

Look at features of the Hollybrook
Memorial in the booket / video
and 3D model and learn the main
terminology.

Full explanation in the Holybrook Booklet pages
11-14.

In the classroom discuss some of
the case studies that tell the
stories behind some of those
named on the memorial.

Hollybrook Booklet, Video and 3D model
contain case studies.

Pick a name to research.

War Memorials Trust resources.

Use the CWGC notes contained in this
document to research an individual.

4. The importance of war
memorials to communities
in the past and today /
problems facing memorials
in the future.
5. That war memorials can
be used to find out about
the past.

See: War Memorials Trust http://www.learnaboutwarmemorials.org/primary/

Explain what we can find out
from the Hollybrook
Memorial.

Using the booklet / Video / 3D
model ask what does it tell us?
What doesn’t it tell us?
Encourage children to ask
questions about the people
named on the memorial. What do
they want to know about the
people named here?

Explain what other sources
may be suitable for finding
further information.
6. Use the CWGC database
as a source of information
about the past.

Discussion session.

Learn how to use the CWGC
Demonstrate or allow pupils to
database and find out what
use the CWGC database for
other information is available. Hollybrook to see what other
information is recorded for a
named individual.

Hollybrook booklet.

See: War Memorials Trust resources – Teachers
information about war memorials and
PowerPoint.

Use additional sources listed in the booklet to
find out more.

Access to the Internet and www.CWGC.org

This could follow on from a trip or
using the model pupils choose a
name to research further.
The information found could be
presented as a biography and
displayed in a class
commemorative display.
Write a letter or diary entry as
though written by the person you
have researched.
Data from the CWGC website
(search all Hollybrook names and
download to Excel) could be
downloaded for manipulation –
statistics, graphs etc.
7. Use primary sources to
find out about a past
event.

Use local sources of
information to research the
unveiling of the Hollybrook
Memorial.

Distribute copies of the
newspaper article and discuss.
What do these sources tell us
about how and why the memorial
was created?

Historic footage of the unveiling.
Historic newspaper articles relating to the
unveiling.
Hollybrook Booklet.

8. Some materials that war
memorials are commonly
made from and their
characteristics.

Identify materials that war
memorials are made from
and their characteristics.

Compare to a recent memorial
unveiling.

See: War Memorials Trust resources.

During a trip / watching video /
using the 3D model,
identify the materials used at the
Hollybrook memorial.

Hollybrook booklet.
War Memorials Trust – Types of war memorial
primary help sheet.

Discuss why these materials have
been chosen.
9. Design a memorial or
commemorative object.

Consider purpose,
appropriateness, and use a
variety of methods to
communicate ideas and
feelings.

Create a class display to show
what has been learnt about the
Hollybrook Memorial and the
people named on it.
Create a commemorative object
(wreath?) that could be displayed
in class or left at the memorial
during a visit.
Write a poem about the
Hollybrook Memorial or someone
commemorated on it or
Southampton during WW1 or the
war at sea.

War Memorials Trust – types of war memorial
primary help sheet.

Southampton in WW1.

Have an understanding of the
importance of Southampton
as No 1 Port throughout the
First World War.

WW1 at sea.

Understand that WW1 also
took place at sea and close to
our shores.

Watch the Southampton WW1
PowerPoint and discuss.

Southampton WW1 PowerPoint.
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytr
ust.org/resources/for-education

War at sea information.
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytr
ust.org/overview
War at sea PowerPoint:
https://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytr
ust.org/resources/for-education

